Minnesota Forest Resources Partnership

2022
Minnesota Forest Resources Partnership actively sought opportunity to engage not only its members and board, but the general public in matters of concern and interest in regards to the management and ownership of Minnesota’s forests.

General Highlights include the below, followed by a listing of presentations held virtually and hosted by the MFRP:

a) The Partnership participated in the monthly meetings of both the Grand Rapids Forestry Affairs and Bemidji Forestry committees to collaborate on workforce development, resource management endeavors, and policies supporting sustainable natural resources

b) MFRP completed the year in a financially sound position.

c) It continued to encourage and invite participation by the Native American community to serve on the MFRP Board of Directors
d) Staff worked with the Itasca Development Corporation and Department of Natural Resources to obtain both in-kind and financial support for the continued planning and execution of the Forest Stewards Program that teaches northern and central Minnesota high school students about careers in the natural resources field. Staff worked with over 200 students to engage and interest them in natural resources careers.
e) The Partnership engaged in thee “Forest Friendly Brewery” project that educates staff of small craft breweries on the connection between forest management and clean waters. It assisted in the giveaway of 1,000 white spruce seedlings during an Arbor Day celebration.

f) The board elected a new chair, representing county government; and a new vice chair, representing forest industry.

g) The board held a successful field day at a private forest landowner’s 2,000-acre property. The meeting attracted close to 50 participants – both Partnership members and the general public.
The  MFRP hosted programs on a variety of forest ownership and management interests including:

Bluesource - Michigan DNR Big Wild Forest Carbon Project
David L. Price - Forest Planning and Operations Section Manager, Michigan Department of Natural Resources - Forest Resources Division

Dovetail Partners/MN Office of School Trust Lands - Leveraging State Trust Forest Lands: Acceleration of Improved Forest Management to increase carbon storage in the US  (This project seeks to understand how best to estimate carbon sequestration potential on school trust lands and to deploy those methods to identify carbon project opportunity areas.) Katie Fernholz – CEO Dovetail Partner and Aaron Vandelinde – Director Minnesota Office of School Trust Lands
Family Forest Carbon Program – David Ruff, Southeast Minnesota Conservation Coordinator, Jim Manolis – Forest Program Conservation Director

UPM Blandin Forest Carbon: Quintin Legler – Forest Resources Manager UPM Blandin Paper

• Forest Resources Council: 2021 Briefing: MFRC Executive Director Eric Schenck
The Resilient and Connected Lands Network – Mapping Project: Dr. Mark Anderson, Director of Conservation Science -- The Nature Conservancy (Eastern Division) and Dr. Meredith Cornett, Director of Conservation Science/Climate Change Lead – The Nature Conservancy (MN/ND/SD)
The Carbon Buzz: Mapping Minnesota Forests for Carbon: Scott Hillard  - Research Scientist 3 (Forest Biometrician/ Modeler) Division of Forestry-Resource Assessment – Minnesota DNR 
Huber Engineered Woods: An Update for the People of Itasca County and Minnesota: John Goding – Huber Resources and Tony Derleth – Huber Resources Corporation Forester

Minnesota Timber Supply: Rick Horton, Executive Vice President of Minnesota Forest Industries
The Path Ahead/Minnesota Logger Survey: Dave Nolle, Executive Director – Minnesota Logger Education Program & Charlie Blinn, University of Minnesota
Climate Policy: the State’s Approach: Henry McCann – Forest Climate Policy Consultant, Minnesota DNR
